This publication provides guidelines on the process of planning and designing library buildings and it also reflects on developments which should be considered when planning new library spaces. The guidelines provided are not a traditional set of recommendations to be rigidly adhered to since this would be unrealistic in today's fast-changing and international library world. Rather, key issues and stages in the planning process are identified and discussed. Library managers and architects should relate these to their own countries and circumstances and make the relevant local adjustments.
The recommendations given throughout this publication have been developed to inform, improve and stimulate the library building process. The focus is on planning with the intention being to assist library managers and architects to build "best-of-their-kind" libraries, to design tomorrow's top modern libraries and at the same time include the best traditions of yesterday's classic library buildings.
The publication is in two parts. Part I discusses general and current trends including changes in the concept of libraries. Part II gives more specific recommendations on how to proceed with the library brief and estimate space needs and looks at issues such as interior design, reading plans, renovating historic buildings and selecting a site. Appendices give some examples of national library building standards and some sample plans.
Although every effort has been made to avoid duplication there are major themes such as the growing role of libraries as social spaces and approaches to writing the brief for a new library building that recur throughout the various contributions.
Any recommendations given in any of the chapters reflect the opinion of the individual author and his or her country of origin. For specific professional issues it is recommended that the guidelines of the relevant IFLA Section be consulted.
Change in focus calls for new buildings
Three things have led to this publication. Firstly, the fact that designing and constructing a new library is an art most library directors and professional librarians only experience once or only very occasionally in their professional lives. The same is also often true for the architect. Secondly, the need for a publication which brings together in one place information required by library managers, planners and architects in any library building process. Thirdly, the context in which the physical library is undergoing a major transformation from collectiondominated to user-centred in line with changes in society and technology. At the beginning of the 21st century the concept of the library is shifting in focusfrom collections to connections/communication and from storage to access in order better to respond to challenges posed by an increasingly digitised and networked information-based society.
The information or the knowledge society, also known as the electronic age, is about to change library buildings and their focus radically. In the years to come we will see an increasing development from book-and-shelving dominated libraries to hybrid libraries, a combination of physical and digital services.
Libraries must provide access to information not only via printed and other physical materials but also electronically. Increasingly encyclopaedias, dictionaries, non-fiction, articles, music, film and other multimedia materials will be provided on a digital basis. In addition these services will be available 24/7, (24 hours and 7 days) in your home, at your job, on campus or elsewhere via computers of various kinds including handheld devices like cell phones.
What will this development mean for the physical library building? What does it take to create the modern library building of tomorrow? Nobody seems to have all the answers to these questions but one thing is certain -all library stake-
